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Holy Rosary Society One-Of-A-Kind Ministry In Nevada 

The Holy Rosary 

Society, one of St. 

Patrick’s ministries, 

advocates and en-

courages praying the 

rosary and its members participate in 

rosary-making activities at home and, 

once a month as a group in the Rose 

Room of the church. What makes the 

Holy Rosary Society unique is its iden-

tity as the only rosary-making ministry 

among parishes in the state of Nevada.  

 With each member of the Holy Ro-

sary Society purchasing his/her own 

materials (including beads, chains, cru-

cifixes, center pieces, eye pins, and 

split rings), rosaries are assembled ac-

cording to individual preferences. 

 “Everyone has a different style in 

putting the rosaries together,” said Ben 

Leynes, who, with his wife Lolly, has 

volunteered with the Holy Rosary So-

ciety for many years. 

 The organization has existed at St. 

Patrick’s since the late 1990s when 

Father Cesar Ventura, a chaplain at 

NAS Fallon, was involved in having  

rosaries made out of wood created  

This task was then accepted by 

George and Colleen Wilson, former 

parishioners at St. Pat’s, who also pro-

vided training to others joining in the 

effort. Metal—gold-plate, stainless 

steel or nickel—and plastic or synthet-

ics replaced wood as materials to put 

the rosaries together since they last 

longer and are less expensive. 

 The completed rosaries are blessed 

by Father Tony, pastor of St. Patrick’s, 

and distributed, free-of-charge and as 

a gift, to those who request them. 

Among the recipients have been First 

Communicants, Confirmands, RCIA 

elect, participants in retreats held at St. 

Pat’s, northern Nevada prison inmates,  

and new parishioners who receive the 

packets provided by the Knights of 

Columbus. Blessed rosaries are also 

available in the church room where 

the sacrament of Reconciliation takes 

place on Thursday and Saturday after-

noons. 

 Each rosary is placed in a plastic 

bag displaying a label that says, “A 

Handmade Gift from Our Lady of the 

Holy Rosary Society—St. Patrick’s 

Church—Fallon NV 89406.” 

 In addition to Ben and Lolly, cur-

rent members of the Holy Rosary Soci-

ety are Beth Anderson, Niva Banzali, 

Monica Brown, Lynn Clark, Cleo De-

cena, MaryJane Guest, Emily Her-

wick, Dina Manahan, and Cheryl 

Scherschel. New members are encour-

aged since others have left the ministry 

due to moving away from the area, 

transferring with the military, or suf-

fering from arthritis in their hands. To 

become acquainted with this rewarding 

work, interested individuals can attend 

the Holy Rosary Society meetings on 

the first Monday of each month at 5 

p.m. in the Rose Room.  

 In addition to assembling the rosar-

ies, members can also repair broken 

rosaries. 

 “When we repair the rosary, it is 

really appreciated,” Ben stated. 

ROSARY MINISTRY—On the 1st Monday of every month St. Pat’s volunteers gather 

in the church’s Rose Room to assemble rosaries to be distributed at no charge to First 

Communion recipients, Confirmands, and others. Pictured are Cheryl Scherschel, Ben 

Leynes, Lolly Leynes, MaryJane Guest, and Beth Anderson. Additional volunteers are 

welcome to assist in this parish ministry. 

Parish Outdoor Mass, Picnic 

On Sun., Aug. 18, Father Tony, pastor 

of St. Patrick’s, will celebrate a bilin-

gual Mass outdoors at Oats Park at 11 

a.m. A picnic with food and games 

will follow. The church is providing 

hot dogs, hamburgers, buns and condi-

ments. Parishioners are asked to bring 

a favorite side dish to share as well as 

beverages and chairs for themselves. 

Volunteers are needed to help set up 

for Mass and the picnic, to barbecue,  

to organize the games, and to clean up. 

If you can assist please contact the 

parish office at 423-2846 or stop by at 
375 Tedford Lane on Tues., 1-4 p.m., 

or Wed., Thurs. and Fri., 9 a.m.-12 

noon and 1-4 p.m. Come and enjoy an 

afternoon of faith, friendship and 

church community!   

Feast of The Assumption—Thurs.—

Aug. 15—Masses at 10 am & 6 pm 
1st Day of School—Mon.—Aug. 19—

Watch for children & school buses 
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LADIES GUILD PRAYS TOGETHER—In early May members of the Ladies Guild at St. Pat-

rick’s met in the church’s prayer garden before the statue of the Blessed Mother to pray the rosary 

and then enjoyed a potluck lunch in the parish hall before disassembling for the summer. New 

members are invited to join the Ladies Guild which usually meets on the 2nd Wednesday of the 

month. The next meeting will be held on Wed., Sept. 11, at 1 p.m. in the parish hall.  

2019-2020 CCD, RCIA Registrations Scheduled 
Parishioners interested in registering their 

children in St. Patrick’s religious education 

program, or adults who wish to become 

Catholics or to learn more about their Catho-

lic faith, can soon register for 2019-2020 

classes. 

 CCD (Confraternity of Christian Doctrine) 

instruction will begin Sun., Sept. 8. Registra-

tion will be launched after the 11 a.m. Mass 

at Oats Park on Sun., Aug. 18, and will con-

tinue the following weekends of Aug. 24-25 

and Aug. 31-Sept. 1 after the 5 p.m. Sat. 

Mass and the 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Sun. Mass-

es as well as before the 12:30 p.m. Spanish 

Mass that day.  Volunteer teachers are need-

ed for several grade levels. If you are inter-

ested in volunteering contact Religious Edu-

cation Coordinator Judy Northrup, her assis-

tant Mary Thomas, or the parish office. 

 RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for 

Adults) is set to start on Tues., Aug. 20, and 

will meet every Tuesday from 6:30-8:30 

p.m. in the parish hall through May of 2020. 

Registration will be held in the church’s 

Rose Room on July 27-28 and August 10-11 

following the English masses and prior to 

the Spanish Mass those two weekends. If 

unable to register on the specified date or 

listed times, sign up in the parish office dur-

ing normal working hours. For more infor-

mation contact RCIA Coordinator Vernon 

Funsch. 

St. Pat’s Thanksgiving Raffle Tickets Now On Sale 

Tickets for St. Pat’s Thanksgiving Raffle are now availa-

ble for purchase at the parish office or Jeff’s Digitex or 

from a current parish council member. The price is $10 

each or individuals may buy a book of five tickets for $50. 

First prize is a new 7.1 cubic foot chest freezer (can be viewed in the Rose 

Room) to include cut/wrapped beef and pork as well as one large turkey. The 

winner of second prize will receive a 6th Generation Apple iPad with warran-

ty and Air Smart cover. For third prize a total of $300 in Maverick gas gift 

cards will be offered. Five consolation prizes of $100 each will also be award-

ed. The drawing will take place on Sat., Nov. 2, at the parish’s annual wine 

tasting in the parish hall. While individuals need not be present to win 1st, 2nd 

or 3rd prize, winners of the consolation prizes must be present at the drawing.  

Proceeds from the raffle (as well as the wine tasting) benefit St. Patrick’s 

building fund and will help to pay off the parish’s diocesan loan. 

Parishioner Kenna Ham-
lin was awarded this 
year’s $300 Ladies Guild 
Scholarship. Congratu-
lations to Kenna! 


